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Canto XXXIV

Satan.

Canto XXXIV is at the bottom of Hell, as far as you can go. Guess who is there… Satan! Satan is huge, absolutely huge. He has three faces, red, yellow, and black. Each face is munching on a sinner, first is Judas. Second is Brutus. Third is Brutus’ acquaintance, Cassius. This is a very symbolic Satan. Satan is eating Judas because he defied God. He was fraudulent to GOD! Brutus and Cassius are there because they killed someone who was trying to spread Christianity. I’m surprised that there weren’t more people there and there. I was also disappointed Dante didn’t give us more description of Satan. Dante says he is such a horrendous sight that he won’t go into detail. 

What threw me in this Canto is Hell is ICE! ICE! Not burning flames, ice! Satan is stuck in the ice. I don’t understand why Dante made it cold? In Christian theology don’t we see Hell as burning flames? Isn’t there passages in Revelations that describe Hell as HOT? I don’t get it. 

Another point, Satan is three! He is ironically formed after the trinity. I think Dante did this because Satan would be exactly opposite of God, the perverted trinity. So, after reading this can we predict what God is going to be like? Warm (if Satan is cold). Maybe God is helping or talking to people? Possibly all over Heaven and not stuck like Satan?

